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| \ Lthough this little Book ig deſigned 


for the uſe of a particular Pariſh, 

for thoſe eſpecially of the Younger 
Sort in it, bred moſtly to labour, and in a 
low farm of life, yet it may not be un- 
profitable to all Perſuns, who are ſeriouſly 
aiſhoſed, and will diſpenſe with the plain- 
neſs, and ſimplicity, of [tvle, in which it ic. 
wrote. Whether the preſent Age is worſe 
than the foregoing, is not eaſie, nor very 
material, to determine. It is enough to 
ſay, and more, one would wiſh, than need be 


ſaid, that Books of this kind are never un- 


* ſeaſonable. If this is as well accepted, as 


it is meant, it will not fail of producing 
good effects, If it ſhall give occaſion to 
any one good action, or thought, it will not 
be entirely fruitleſs; but, if it ſhall con- 
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To the Reader. 


tribute to the ſaving a Soul from Death, 
the Author will have great reaſon to bleſs 
God that he hath thus beſtowed ſome part 
of his time. 

As he hereby ſhews a charitable inclina- 
tion to promote the Salvation of others, let 
them return the obligation, by making his 
endeavours effettual ; that ſo he, by their 
means, as well as They, by his, may, 
through the mercies of God to both, and the 
merits of His Bleſſed Son, our Redeemer, 
be everlaſtingly happy in the World to 


come. 
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Children, Beloved in the LoRD. 
S it has pleas'd Almighty God to 


call me, although greatly unwor- 
thy, to take care of ſome part of 
His holy Church, ſo am I firmly 
perſuaded, that He will one day require at 
my hands an account how I have diſcharged 
this truſt, That I may not appear then whol- 
ly wanting in the performance of my duty, I. 
take this method of addreſſing myſelf to You, 
putting every one of You in remembrance of 
the engagements Ye are under by Baptiſm ; 
explaining to You, in a familiar way, the 
whole belief, and practice, of a Chriſtian ; . 
and exhorting You to the performance of 
A 3 every 


every Chriſtian duty. And God is my wit- 
neſs, that I am very deſirous that all of You, 
as Ye grow in Years, may grow alſo in Grace; 
that Ye may all know God from the leaſt to 
the greateſt, and obey Him as Ye ought, living 
as becometh Chriſtians, and ſhining as lights 
in the world. 

Remember then, my dear Children, that 
there was once a time, when each of You was 
brought to God in Baptiſm, being enter'd in- 
to Chriſt's Church, by the ſprinkling of water, 
as He Himſelf has appointed. The ſprinkling 
with water may ſeem to You as a thing in itſelf 
of but ſmall account, and ſo indeed it is; bur 
in Baptiſm it is a matter of the utmoſt con- 
cern, inſomuch as they, who wilfully negle& 
It, have no ſort of title to the promiſes made 
to mankind in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. For 
He has been pleas'd to make it the ordinary 
means of admitting perſons into His Church, 
and therefore, without it, no one can be ſaid 


to be in covenant with God, or to have any 


aſſurance, or hope, of being ſaved. Except 
a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, ſays 
our bleſſed Saviour, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. John III. 5. and, in another 
place, He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall 


be ſaved. Mark XVI. 16. For this reaſon Ye 
were baptized, when as yet Ye were infants; 


and from the beginning it has been a cuſtom 
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in the Church to do the ſame ; for our fore- 


fathers thought very juſtly, rhat it could ne- 
ver be too early to enter into covenant with 
God ; and, provided any ſecurity could be 


given, that Children, when grown up, ſhould 
be taught what had been done for them, and 


| inſtructed how to perform the - engagements, 
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which were enter'd into in their names, it 


ſeem'd to them moſt expedient to admit ſuch 
to Bapriſm, although they themſelves were 
not capable of fulfilling the terms of it. This 
gave occaſion for the requiring ſureties, or, 
what we call, Godfathers, and Godmothers, 
in infant Baptiſm; perſons who have been 


| baptized themſelves, and are of good, and 


pious, converſation in the Church. Theſe un- 
dertake to teach the children, they have an- 
ſwer'd for at the time of Baptiſm, as ſoon as 
they are able to learn, what a ſolemn vow, 
promiſe, and profeſſion, they have made by 
them their Sureties. They are to inſtruct 


them in the nature of Baptiſm, and the obli- 
- gations they are under thereby; They are to 
3 exhort them to hear frequently the word of 


God; They are to ſee that they are taught to 


read, and underſtand, the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, in their 
3 own Mother Tongue; and, finally, They are 
to take care that they be virtuouſly brought 


up, to lead a Godly, aud a Chrittian, Life, 
T hele 
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Thele inſtructions, I truſt, Ve have all of 
You received from Your own Godfathers, and 
Godmothers, or from Your Parents, at leaſt, 
whoſe duty it is alſo to give You them. Per- 
mit me to join with them in this good work, 
as, by God's appointment, I alſo have a ſhare 
with them in the care of Your Souls. Simon, 
ſaith our bleſſed Saviour, loveſt thou Me more 
than theſe? He ſaith unto Him, Tea, Lord, thou 
knoweſt that I love thee. He then ſaith unto him, 
feed my Lambs. John XXI. 15. The teaching 
Youth the grounds of Chriſtianity, and in- 
ſtilling into them the principles of it in their 
tender Years, is, it ſeems, a neceſſary conſe- 
quence of the love of Chriſt, and the princi- 
pal duty of the Miniſters of His Church, 
And, beſides the benefit, which You Your- 
ſelves may receive from me in this labour of 
loye, it may not be unprofitable perhaps to 
thoſe of riper years, who, when they ſee the 
inſtructions here given to You, ma L led to 
reflect upon themſelves, and may * hence 
take occaſion of ordering their Lives more 
ſuitably to their Chriſtian calling. 

Firſt then, let me, in a few words, ac- 
quaint You with the nature, and advantages, 
of that moſt Holy Religion, into which Ye 
are Baptized. It is a Religion built upon the 
ſureſt foundation, no leſs than the hopes, and 
expectations, of good Men, in all ages; the 

teſtimony 
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teſtimony of Prophecies even from the begin- 
ning of the World; and the actual Revela- 
tion, which God was pleaſed to make of Him- 
ſelf ro mankind, by ſending His bleſſed Son 
to dwell amongſt them. Who, in their fleſh, 
and with their infirmities, but without fin, 
did, for ſome ſpace of time, wholly employ 
Himſelf in teaching them the way to everlaſt- 
ing Life, confirming the truth of what He 
ſaid by many miracles, and wonders, which no 
one could have wrought, except he had been 
ſent from God. This holy Perſon, called in 
Scripture, the Word of God, who, in the Be- 
ginning, was with God, and was God; by 
Whom the World is ſaid to have been made, 
and all things therein; and Who was of ſuck 
high dignity, that He thought it no robbery 
to be equal with God; this holy Perſon, I 
lay, did conſtantly, and openly, teach all Men, 
wherever He came, that there would be moſt 
certainly a future ſtate of rewards, and puniſh- 
ments, to which all Men, in all parts of the 
earth, from the beginning of the World to 
the end of it, ſhall be called by a general Re- 
ſurrection of their bodies from the dead, and 
ſhall ſtand at the Seat of His judgment, to re- 
ceive their ſentence from Him, according to 
what they have done in their fleſh, whether 
it be good, or evil. Farther, He taught them, 
that there was no way of being reconciled to 


God 
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God but through Him ; that God's anger a- 
gainſt them for the tranſgreſſion of their firſt 
Parents, and their own actual fins, cannot be 


pacifyed by ay thing, which they of them- 


{elves can do, but only by a ſtedfaſt belief in 
Him, and His doctrines, and by a ſincere, 
and willing, obedience to His commands. 
That, although repentance doth make no a- 
mends for faults that are paſt, and therefore 
is of no value in the ſight of God, yet, if real, 
and not too long delay'd, it will be accepted, 
through faith in Him, and through the merits 
of His ſufferings, and death. That hereby all 
ſins will be forgiven to Men, be they ever ſo 
great, or ever ſo often repeated. That what- 
{oever they ſhall ask of God faithfully, and 
in His Name, ſhall be granted unto them. 
That, as He was Himſelf a ſacrifice, and a- 
tonement, for the i1ns of Men, jo He would 
continue, to the end of the world, a Mediator 
for them with God, always ſolliciting their 

ardon. And, that, during His abſence from 
them, and whilſt He was employed in this 
good, and charitable office, He would cauſe 
the holy Spirit of God to reſide amongſt them, 
aſſiſting, and comforting them, under all the 
trials, and temptations of this mortal ſtate, 
and preparing them for an eternal ſtate of 


happineſs, and glory. 


This 


0 


r 


ſtians. 


ieee * ſam‚m / WY 


1111 


This is the ſum, and ſubſtance, of the Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion. And bleſſed be God's holy 
Name, who has given You an opportunity of 
taking it upon You. Make it Your conſtant 
prayer to God, that He would be pleas'd to 
endow You with that wiſdom, which is from 
above. ThatHe would enlighten Your minds 
with the knowledge of Your duty, and give 
You grace to practiſe it; that ſo Ye may lead 
Your whole lives anſwerably to this Profeſſion, 
and finally obtain the promiſe of everlaſting 
life. 

But, to be more particular, if Ye would 
learn farther what are the benefits Ye reap 
from being Chriſtians, Ye will find them very 
briefly, and fully, ſumm'd up in the Catechiſm 
of our Church, which Ye were once taught to 
repeat, and do now, I hope, throughly un- 
derſtand. It is there ſaid, that, by Baptiſm 
Ye were made Members of Chriſt ; Children 
of God ; and Inheritors of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Theſe are privileges fo great, and 
glorious, that human nature may well be 
thought incapable of them. But ſo far has it 
pleaſed Almighty God to be mindful of Man, 
and ſo much has His love abounded towards 
us, in Chriſt Jeſus, that Ye are moſt certainly 
in poſſeſſion of all theſe advantages, fo long 
as Ye behave in all things as becometh Chri- 
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In the firſt place, Ye are Members of 
Chriſt, united, not to His natural body, for 
that were a thing impoſſible, but to His ſpiri- 
tual body, which is the Church; that con- 
gregation of faithful Men, in which the pure 
Word of God is preached, and the Sacraments 
are duly adminiſter'd, according to Chriſt's 
Ordinance. This ſociety of Men our bleſſed 
Saviour is pleaſed to call His Body, of which 
He Himſelf is the Head. The Church, ſays 
St. Paul, is the body of Chriſt, and Chriſt is the 
Head of the body, the Church. Eph. I. 22. 23. 
Coloſ. I. 18. And, as the Members of the 
natural body, being united to the Head, do 
receive life, and ſenſe, and motion, from 
thence, ſo Chriſtians, as Members of the 
Church, being united to Chriſt, do receive 
ſpiritual life, and motion, from Him. By 
Him all the body by joints and bands, having nou- 
riſhment miniſtred, and knit together, increaſeth 
with the increaſe of God. Coloſ. II. 19. Again, 
as the body, that is, the natural body, is one, 
and hath many members, and all the members of 
that one body, being many, yet are but one body, 
ſo alſo is Chriſt, that is, the Church of Chriſt, 
for by one ſpirit we are all baptized into one body. 
And, as we have many members in one body, and 
all the members haye not the ſame office, ſo we, 
being many, are one body in Chriſt. Rom. XII. 4.5. 
Now therefore Te are the body of Chriſt, and 

| members 
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members in particular. 1 Cor. XII. 27. Now, 


by being Members of Chriſt, Ye are aſſured 


that Ye are continually under the more eſpe- 
cial care, and direction, of God's holy Spirit; 
that, as the Head contrives, and orders, e- 
very thing for the ſupport, and welfare, of 
the members of Your own bodies, ſo does 
Chriſt, Your Head, always watch over, and 
preſerve, You. Nay Ye are now become par- 
ticular objects of His tenderneſs, and pity ; 
for, as in Your own bodies, when any one of 
the members is hurt, the head ſuffers with it, 
ſo is Chriſt, Your Head, concern'd in all Your 
afflictions, and will either deliver You out of 
them, or ſupport You under them, and in the 
end turn them to Your advantage. Now, if 
this is the caſe of thoſe, who are ſo happy as 
to be members of Chriſt, conſider the deplora- 
ble ſtate of ſuch perſons as remain excluded 
from the Chriſtian Church, notwithſtanding 
the frequent opportunities, they have had, of 
entring into it. As they have not yet put on 


| Chriſt, moſt certain it is, that they are ſtill 
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dead in their treſpaſſes, and fins. And, al- 
though they may poſlibly do good works, yet, 


not being firſt reconciled to God, through 


Jeſus Chriſt, their goodneſs is nothing worth. 
Conſider likewiſe the ſtill more deplorable 
ſtate of ſuch perſons, who, having enter'd in- 
to covenant with God by baptiſm, do after- 
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wards divide themſelves from the Church of 
Chriſt, and cut themſelves off from that body, 
of which they were members. Such are they, 
if any ſuch there be, who have entirely re- 
nounc'd their Chriſtianity. Such are they 
alſo, who have wholly abandon'd, and given 
up, themſelves to a wicked courſe of life. 

In the firſt Ages of the Chriſtian Church it 
was uſual to cut off ſuch members from the 
body of Chriſt by excommunication. That 
is, they were turn'd out of the Church for a 
time, and not ſuffer d to communicate with 
other Chriſtians, until they had repented of 
their faults. This power was given to His 
Church by Chriſt Himſelf, when He tells His 
Apoſtles, that, whatſoever they bound on earth, 

uld be bound in Heaven, and, whatſoever they 
looſed on earth, ſhould be looſed in Heaven. Matt, 
XVI.19. The Church, at preſent, is cauti- 
ous, and tender, in the uſe of this authority, 
more ſo perhaps than is conſiſtent with it's 
own peace, or the good of Souls. But wick- 
ed, and profligate, Men, although they are 
ſuffer'd to continue in the Church, are, by 
no means, Members of Chriſt's Body. No 
more than a dry, wither'd, branch is a part 
of the vine, becauſe it is not cut off from the 
vine; or a dead, mortified, limb is a part of 
the body, becauſe it is not ſeparated from 


the body. As they are grown uſeleſs, being 
paſt 
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aſt feeling, they are an encumbrance to the 
body, and may probably do great hurt to it, 
but they cannot themſelves receive any benefit 
from it; for they are not vitally united to 
Chriſt, who is the Head of ir, and therefore 
they do not partake of the influences of His 
Grace, neither are they quicken'd by His 
holy Spirit. Finally, Conſider that, as Ye 
are now become members of Chriſt's body, 
the Church, by baptiſm, Ye ought not only 
to Reverence Chriſt, who is Your Head, but 
alſo to love one another. The members of 
Your own bodies teach You this uſeful leſſon; 
for they never abuſe, nor injure, one ano-, 
ther ; on the contrary, if any one of the mem- 
bers is hurt, all the reſt immediately join in 
comforting, and cheriſhing it. And fo it 
ſhould be amongſt Chriſtians, or the members 
of Chriſt's body. According to the Apoſtle, 
All the members ſhould have the ſame care, one 
for another ; and, whether one member ſuffer, all 
the members ſuffer with it, or one member be ho- 
nourd, all the members rejoice with it. 1 Cor. 
XII. 25.26. For think with Vourſelves how 
unnatural it would be for a Man to hurt him- 
ſelf; how ſtrange, if the hand ſhould ſtrike 
the foot, or the foot ſhould trample upon 
the hand. But ſo it is with Chriſtians, be tem 
they envy, or quarrel with, one another. If 
one member is hurt, the whole body is wound- 
B 2 ed, 


[ 26 ] 


ed, and the Head is grieved; that is, the 
Church of Chriſt is diſgraced, and Chriſt, 
who is the Head of it, is anger'd thereby. 
There is now then ſo cloſe an union amongſt 
You, that, out of very ſelf-intereſt, Ye ought 
to do good one to another, for, if Ye are not 
at peace with one another, Ye are divided a- 
gainſt Yourſelves. It may be ſaid very pro- 
perly of You, in Your preſent ſcituation, that 
the merciful Man doth good to his own Soul, and 
He, that is cruel, troubleth his own fleſh. Prov. 
XI. 17. For He amongſt You, who aſſiſts 
another, is ſo nearly related to him, that he 
may be ſaid to be a benefactor to himſelf; and 
He that injures another, may, upon the ſame 
account, be ſaid to be his own enemy. 

But to proceed, Secondly, Ye are not only 
Members of Chriſt, but Ye are likewiſe the 
Children of God, anorher privilege which Ye 
receive by baptiſm. Now here Ye muſt con- 
ſider what it is to be a Child of God. As God 
created all Mankind, they may be ſaid, in 
ſome ſenſe, to be the Children of God; but 
Ye are the Children of God in an higher ſenſe, 
as He has adopted You, and choſen You out 
of the reſt of the world, taking You into His 
more particular favour. Thoſe, who never 
were baptized, although they had an opportu- 
nity of being ſo, are children of God's wrath, 
obſtinate, and diſobedient, continuing wn in 
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fin, and under the curſe, But Ye have reco-- 


ver'd the favour of God, through the merits. 


of Jeſus Chriſt, being obedient to His will; 
and although, by nature, Ye were ſtrangers, 
and enemies, to God, yet now, by Baptiſm, 
Ye are taken into the family of God, and are 
entitled, by His good pleaſure, to all His 
mercies, and bleſſings. Te are all the children 
of God, ſays the Apoltle, by faith in Chriſt Je ſus, 


for as many of Tou as have been baptized into 


Chriſt, have put on Chriſt ; and, if Te be Chriſt's, 


then are Te Abraham's ſeed, and heirs, according 


to the promiſe. Gal. III. 26.27.29. And again, 
As many, ſays He, as are led by the Spirit of 
God, are the Sons of God. For Te have not re- 
ceived the ſpirit of bondage again to fear, but Te 
have received the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itſelf beareth wit- 
neſs with our ſpirit, that we are the children of 
God ; and, if children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, 
and joint Heirs with Chriſt, if ſo be that 1we ſuſſer 
with Him, that wwe may be alſo glorified together. 
Rom. VIII. 14.15. 16. 17. Hence our Bleſſeq 
Saviour is ſaid to give power to 4s many as re- 


ceived Him, to become the Sons of God. Joh. I. 12. 


And He is not aſhamed, according to the Apoſtle 
to the Hebrews, to call them brethren. Heb. II. 11. 
as we find He does, in many parts of the Holy 
Scriptures. This it is to be the children of 
God, and thus well are Ye aſſured that all of 
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You are ſuch. Conſider then the honour, to 
which Ye are advanced. Ye have the ſame 
Father with Chriſt Himſelf, who is God bleſſed 
for ever. Ye are not only members of Chriſt's 
Body therefore, but, in ſome reſpe&, equal 
to Chriſt Himſelf. Behold what manner of love 
the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that Te ſhould 
be called the Sons of God. 1 Joh. III I. Hereby 
Ye are aſſured that God will bear with the 
untowardneſs of Your nature, will pity Your 
infirmities, and favourably hear Your requeſts; 
that He will ſupply Your wants, reward Your 
well-doings, and gently corre& Your miſcar- 
riages, which are all acts of fatherly affection. 
Your Fathers here on earth bear a love, and 
affection, for You, beyond what Ye Your- 
ſelyes ever felr, or can conceive ; judge then, 
what bowels of compaſſion, what pity, and 
tenderneſs, Your Heavenly Father has for 
You, whoſe creatures Ye are; who is all 
Goodneſs, as He has all Power, and is as wil- 
ling to bleſs You, as He is capable of ſo doing. 
Conſider alſo the duty, that lies upon You, by 
being made the Children of God. At the 
fame time that Ye obey Your earthly parents, 
remember that Ye have a Father alſo in Hea- 
ven. Make it Your chief buſineſs to pleaſe 
Him, for He is Your beſt Friend. Do not 
oblige, or excuſe Vourſelves to, Your parents 
here by any thing, which Ye know will be 
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offenſive to Your Heavenly Father. Neither 
make mention of the Name of God lightly, 
and in Your ordinary diſcourſe, for His Name 
is holy, and muſt not come into Your mouths 
upon any, but ſolemn, occaſions, when Ye 
beg of Him to relieve Your wants, or return 
Him thanks for His bleſſings, or are ſaying 
ſomething, which tends to the advancement 
of His honour, and glory. Do nothing, in 
ſhort, which is ſinful, for thereby Ye not only 
offend the Majeſty of Almighty God, but abuſe 
the Goodneſs of a moſt loving, and tender, 
Father. Again, Conſider the bad ſtate of 
thoſe who are not of God's family. Do not 
deſpiſe, or inſult, them, who, by being not 
Baptized, are not reſtored to God's favour, 
bur look upon them as unhappy children, who 
are forſaken, and turned out of doors, as it 
were, by Your Heavenly Father, becauſe of 
their diſobedience, Endeavour to reconcile 
them to God, if poſſibly You can, by faith, 
and repentance. Bring them home from that 
ſtrange country, where they are now wander- 
ing, naked, and almoſt ſtarved, feeding upon 
husks with ſwine, and endeavour to lay them 
in the boſom of Your Father, always open to 
receive them, that they may live in the king- 
dom of the Goſpel, and be fed with the bread 
of Life. Have compaſſion for all Men, and 
let it be Your conſtant prayer to Your heaven- 
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ly Father, that, in His good time, He would 
bring the whole world into His family, the 
Church; that, with one mouth, as dutiful 
Children, we may all glorify Him here, and 
be glorified by Him, as His bleſſed Children, 
hereafter. 

And this leads me, Thirdly, to conſider a- 
nother benefit Ye have received by being Bap- 
tized, namely, that thereby Ye are made In- 
heritors of the Kingdom of Heaven. If chil- 
dren, ſays the Apoſtle, then Heirs, Heirs of 
God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt. Rom. VIII. 17. 
This Inheritance, it ſeems, is the neceſſary 
conſequence of Your being Children of God. 
It will be well worth Your while therefore to 
know what this Inheritance is, what that 
Kingdom of Heaven, of which Ye are made 
Heirs by Baptiſm. Now St. Paul tells You, 
that Te are juſtified by God's Grace, that thereby 
Te may be made Fleirs, accordingto the hope of 
eternal life. Tit. III. 7. And St. Peter ſays, 
that, by the reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt from the 
dead, we are begotten to an inheritance incorrup- 
tible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reſerved in Heaven for us. 1 Pet. I. 3.4. The 
Apoſtle to the Hebrews likewiſe tells You, 
that Chriſt is Heir of all things. Heb. I. 2. and, 
in another place, that we are joint Heirs with 
Chriſt. Rom. VIII. 17. Whence it may be 
concluded that Ye have a title to the Joys, 

and 
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and Glories of Heaven, for which the Word 
of God Himſelf is Your ſecurity, and His holy 
Spirit Vour aſſiſtance in obtaining them. What 
the joys of Heaven are, of which Ye are Heirs, 
is beyond the capacity of the mind of Man to 
conceive, and therefore they cannot be de- 
ſcribed. It is ſufficient for You to know, 
what the Goſpel hath revealed, that in Heaven 
there will be no more ſorrow, no temptati- 
on, nor fears, nor death; That, on the con- 
trary, Ve will be perpetually cntertain'd with 
the Wonders of God's Glory, and delighted 
with the Contemplations of His Goodneſs 
that Your minds will be filled with holy. joy, 
and that You will be throughly ſatisfied with 
Your happy ſtate, and fo continue for ever. 
This is the Inheritance of a Chriſtian. And 
as Ye ever hope to ſucceed to it, prepare 
Yourſelves for it, remembring that without 
Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Let the 
joy, which is ſet before You, encourage You 
to preſs forward, and make it Your utmoſt 
care that Ye do not loſe that noble prize, that 
is propoſed to You as the reward of Your la- 
bours. As Your treaſure is in Heaven, ſo let 
Your hearts be there allo. Be not over ſolli- 
citous concerning the things of this World. 
Be not afraid of its troubles, nor fond of its 
vanities. Do not greedily ſeek after, or con- 
tend about, honour, wealth, or any of thoſe 
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trifles, which the children of this world are 
ſo fond of. For yet a little while, and all 
theſe things ſhall be removed out of Vour 
ſight. This world, with all the pomp and 
pong of it, ſhall vaniſh away, and a new 
cene of affairs ſhall be open'd, worthy Your 
attention, In the progreſs of Your lives, 
Ye will meet perhaps with many Chriſtians, 
who ſeem to have forgot that they are Heirs 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. All their thoughts 
ſeem to be employed in making proviſion for 
this life, as though it were accounted bur loſt 
time, which is ſpent in ſecuring, or advanc- 
ing, their intereſt in the life to come. And 
theſe Men, by ſome, are called wiſe, and pru- 
dent; but, be aſſured of this, that there can 
be no greater inſtance of human folly. For 
they die in the midſt of theſe their worldly 
cares, are ſnatch'd from their eſtates here, 
and are in danger of loſing the inheritance, 
which was deſign'd for them hereafter. Let 
it be Your chief buſineſs to ſecure Your beſt, 
and deareſt, intereſt. Seek, firſt, the King- 
dom of God, and His righteouſneſs; for it 
matters but little what Your circumſtances are 
in this life, if ſo be that Ye take good heed, 
leſt Ye be diſinherited in the life to come. 
For the things, that are ſeen, are temporal, but 
the things, that are not ſeen, are eternal. 2 Cor. 
IV. 18. 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto I have ſet before You the great 
privileges, and advantages, of the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, into which Ye are Baptized; and 
have taken occaſion to add a word of advice, 
at the concluſion of every particular. And, 
although the hopes of a Chriſtian are ſo va- 
luable, that, one would think, he ſhould want 
nothing elſe to prompr, and oblige, him to a 
ſteady performance of his duty, yet I muſt put 
You in mind, that it is not only Your intereſt 
to live in obedience to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
but Ye are bound by a ſolemn declaration, 
and vow, made at the time of Your receiving 
Baptiſm, that Ye will ſo do. Ye did then 
promiſe, by Your Godfathers, and Godmo- 
thers, that Ye would renounce the Devil, and 
all his works; the pomps, and vanities, of 
this wicked world; and all the finful luſts of 
the fleſh. That Ye would belicve all the Ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith. And that Ye 
would keep God's holy Will and Command- 
ments, and walk in the ſame, all the days of 
Your life. This is called the Baptiſmal Vow, 
which, being made for You, and in Your 
names, it lies upon You to perform, as it is 
indeed Your concern, and in Your power, 
alone to do it. 

Now, in the firſt place, Ye have promiſed 
to renounce the Devil, and all his works. And 
very fitting it is that eyery Chriltian ow 

make 
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make this declaration at his Baptiſm. For 
St. John ſays, For this purpoſe was God manifeſt- 
ed, that He might deſtroy the works of the Devil. 
x Joh. III. 8. That is, the Kingdom of Chriſt 
was ſet up in oppoſition to the kingdom of 
that evil Spirit, and therefore it is neceſſary | 
that Chriſtians, or the ſubjects of Chriſt's | 
Kingdom, ſhould enter into an engagement 
to be faithful to Him; and to bid defiance to 
the Devil, and all the ſtratagems, he makes 
uſe of, to ſeduce Men from their obedience 
to God. By liſting Vourſelves under the ban- 
| ners of Chriſt, and promiſing to renounce the 
* Devil, and all his works, Ye have given aſ- 
ſurance to the Church, that Ye will, in no 
4 wiſe, countenance, and ſupport, the growing 
ower of ſin; That Ve will on the contrary, 

y Your own examples, and by every other 

| method, of which Ye are capable, endeavour 
W / to ſubdue it, and hinder it from prevailing in 
4 the world. Ye have declared that Ye will al- 
ways oppole it, in every ſhape, and under e- 1 
| very denomination, ſo far as is befitting Your | 
bk | reſpective ſtations ; and that Ye will maintain 
1 an utter abhorrence of every thing, which Ye | 
q know to be diſpleaſing to God. | 

{| That Ye may faithfully diſcharge this Pro- 
W. miſe, ſuffer me to give You a few plain di- | 
3 rections. Let it remain deeply imprinted in 
Ss | Your minds, as an infallible truth, that, of 
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all evils, which happen to mankind, Sin is 
the greateſt. Poverty, Sickneſs, and Death, 
aare called evils, becauſe they are grievous to 
be born, and therefore we have a natural ab- 
ö horrence of them; but they are really not 
ſuch, being oftentimes attended with good, 
and happy, conſequences. But Sin brings 
N with it regret of mind, which makes us un- 


| eaſie here, and draws after it the ſure de- 

- | "ſtruction of our Souls, which will make us for 

> erer miſerable hereafter. Sin therefore is | 

6 truly an evil, and the only one Ye can rea- | 

b ſonably ſtand in dread of. If Ve can preſerve | 

— Jourſelves from it, or, at leaſt, ſincerely en- | 

o © deavour to do ir, Ye have nothing to appre- | 

8 | hend from the diſpleaſure of God, or the | 
wicked deſigns of Men, or the malice, and | 

24 ſubtilty of the Devil. But remember, that, 

ur as great an evil as Sin is, and, as fatal as it 

in may be to Vour Souls, yet, in Your very Na- 


} ture, Le are moſt ſtrongly inclined to it, eſpe- 

. i cially ſome kinds of it, which, with Your ut- 
2: moſt conſtancy, and reſolution, Ye will find 

1 34 it a difficult matter to reſiſt. Never truſt 


ve therefore to Your own ſtrength, but pray to 
|! God daily, that, with the power of His Grace, 
ro- | Hewould be pleaſed to aſſiſt Your endeayours, 
di-. and give ſucceſs to the means, which Ye make 
in ule of, for the preſervation of Your inno- 
"of g cence, More particularly, make it Your hum- 
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ble requeſt to Almighty God, that He would 
rote& You from the danger of falling into 
thoſe Sins, which are properly Sins of the De- 
vil, as he ſeems more eſpecially concerned in 
tempting Men to them, and from whence 
therefore he takes his name. Such arc Lying, 
Slandering, Pride, and Revenge; Sins, in 
which the foundation of the Devil's kingdom 
was laid, and to which the increaſe of it in 
the world is chiefly owing. Theſe Sins, by 
this part of Your Baptiſmal Vow, Ye are 
chiefly engaged to guard againſt ; and be aſ- 
ſured, that, although the power of Your 
Ghoſtly enemy is very great, God will enable 
You to reſiſt it, if Ye do humbly ask His help, 
and protection. If Ye draw nigh unto God, 
He will draw nigh unto You; and, when Ye 
erceive Vourſelves inwardly ſtrengthened by 
God's holy Spirit, be ſure to obey the mo- 
tions, and directions of it; ſo will He conti- 
nue in You, and dwell with You, and effectu- 
ally deliver You from all temptations. 
Secondly, by Your Baptiſmal Vow, Ye have 
engaged to renounce the pomps, and vani- 
ties, of this wicked world. The world is 
called wicked, although made by the power 


of God, and governed by His providence, be-- 
cauſe, through the luſts, and paſſions, of Men, | 
it adminiſters to You many occaſions of fal- 


ling into Sin, Hence it is that the Apoſtle 
declares, 


1 9 \ FF WW ed 


3 


271 


declares, that Chriſt gave Himſelf for our Sins, 
that He might deliver us from this preſent evil 
world, Galat. I. 4. And our Bleſſed Saviour, 
for the ſame reaſon, bids us not to love the 
world, neither the things that are in the world ; 
for, if any Man loves the world, lays He, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 1 John. II. 15. 
The pomps, and vanities of the world, are all 
thoſe things, which, in the eyes of ſinfull 
Men, ſeem defirable, although there is no 
real goodneſs in them, nor any true ſatiſ- 
faction ariſing from them. Such more parti- 
cularly are Riches, and Honour, which every 
good Chriſtian ſhould fo far renounce, as not 
to be covetous of the one, or ambitious of the 
other. By the pomps of the world, it is pro- 
bable, that the expenſive ſhews, and barba- 
rous, and obſcene, ſports, made ule of by the 
Heathens, in honour of their Deities, were 
principally meant; and accordingly, in the 
primitive times of Chriſtianity, it was unlaw- 
ful for a Chriſtian to be prelent at ſuch en- 
tertainments. But the words do likewiſe de- 
note all that exceſs of every kind, which 

Men, in high ſtation more particularly, are 
betrayed into, by their vanity, and pride. 
Magnificence, and Grandeur, if truly ſuch, 

are not unbecoming, are perhaps neceſſary to, 

ſome ſtations of life. But extrayagance, and 

luxury, in every ſhape, arc follies of perni- 

2 cious 
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cious 3 ſerving to no other pur- 
poſe but to draw off the thoughts of Men from 
religious duties, and to alienate their minds 
from God. Theſe vanities therefore Ve have 
renounced in Baptiſm, as deſtrutive of Chri- 
ſtianity. Ve have vowed that Ve will not ex- 
ceed the bounds of moderation, or the rules 
of ſobriety, in the enjoyment of the things of 
this life; that Ve will not ſet Vour hearts up- 
on them, nor be greedily deſirous of them; 
that Ye will rather learn to deſpiſe them, 
eſpecially when they come into competition 
with Your future hopes; and, that Ye will 
ſtcadily purſue Your only true intereſt, that 
of the Salvation of Your Souls, notwithſtand- 
ing the temptations, which may be laid in 
Your way, to ſeduce, and divert, You from 
it. Even the innocent pleaſures of life Ye 
are lo far reſolved againſt, that they ſhall not 
employ too much of Your time, leſt they 
ſhould take poſſeſſion of Your minds, and 
cauſe You to contract ſuch a fondneſs for the 
world, that Ye cannot part with it, without 
great reluctance. Ye have vowed, in ſhort, 
to ſet Your affections on things above, al- 
though Ye do take a reaſonable ſatisfaction, 
as Ye ought to do, in the conveniencies, and 
bleſſings of life; and that Ye are ready to re- 
ſign them molt willingly, whenſoever it ſhall 
pleaſe God to take them from You, or You 

from 


L 29 ] 


from them, being prepared, and glad, to ex- 
change them for that everlaſting Happineſs, 
which is the prize of Your high calling in 
Chriſt Jeſus, 

Thirdly, in Baptiſm, Ye have renounced 
all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh. By which part 
of Your vow Ye have engaged Yourſelves to 
regulate, and govern, all thoſe appetites, and 
inclinations, which belong to You, as Men, 
and are implanted in Your nature for very 
good, and wiſe, purpoſes. The luſts, or de- 
fires, of their fleſh were not given to Men 
for no other purpoſe, than that they might be 
ſo many ſnares, and temptations, to them. 
Far be it from us to think ſo unworthily of 
the Goodnels of God. No, it is neceſſary to 
the preſent ſtate of things, that Ye ſhould be 
ſo framed; and thele diſpoſitions, under a 
proper reltraint, are, no doubt, of ſingular 
uſe to You in Your preſent ſcituation. The 
aftairs of the world could not be carried on 
without them, and the counlcls of Proyi- 
dence, in creating it, would be fruſtrated 
otherwiſe, and made of none effect. But, 
when theſe appetites, and deſires, are ſuffer-— 
ed to exceed their proper bounds, when they 
govern, inſtead of being in ſubjection, then 
do they become ſinful luſts of the fleſh, and 
ſuch as Ye have declared Yourſelves to be at 
enmity with. Hence proceed drunkennels, 

- 3 gluttony, 
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gluttony, fornication, adultery, ſtrife, envy- 
ings, murthers, and the like. Theſe, with 
many others, are call'd by St. Paul, the works 
of the fleſh. Col. III. 5. &c. and all ſuch works 
Ye have declared an abhorrence of. Ye have 
vowed, that, by the help of God's Grace, Ye 
will not do them Vourſelves, nor in any wiſe 
contribute to the doing of them, by giving 
encouragement, or countenance, to others, 
That Ye may be the better able to perform 
this promiſe, let me adviſe You carefully to 
obſerve what Sins of this kind Ye are moſtly 
inclined to. And, although, with the Apoſtle, 
Te are aſſured that in Tour fleſh dwelleth no good 
thing. Rom. VII. 15. yet let it be Your eſpe- 
Cial care to guard Vourſelves in the weakeſt 
part, where Ye apprchend moſt danger of be- 
ing overcome. Avoid every opportunity, as 
far as in You lies, by which Ye may be en- 
ticed to commit any of theſe Sins. In a more 
particular manner, ſhun Idleneſs, and ſloth, 
and betake Vourſelves now, in the early time 
of age, to ſome honeſt, and uſeful, employ- 
ment. They, that do otherwiſe, make provi- 
ſion for the fleſh, to fulfill the luſts thereof, ac- 
cording to the Apoſtle, Rom. XIII. 14. that 
is, they give themſelves up to intemperance, 
and looſe converſation, the conſtant compa- 
nions of an idle life, whereby the luſts of the 
fleſh are fed, and nouriſhed, and ſo prove un- 
ruly, and paſt controul. And 
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And let this ſuffice for the firſt part of Vour 
Baptiſmal Vow, whereby Ve promiſe to re- 
pounce the Devil, and all his works; the 
pomps, and vanities, of this wicked world; and 
all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh. Ve have de- 
clared, in the {econd place, that Ye will be- 
lieve all the Articles of the Chriſtian faith. 

To believe a thing is to be well perſuaded 


of the truth of it. And, although it is im- 


poſſible for You to believe what Ye pleaſe, 
yet, in promiſing to believe all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian faith, Ye do not undertake 
an impoſſibility. For they admit of no doubt, 
becauſe they are the ſum, and ſubſtance, of 
the Chriſtian faith, as it ſtands clearly, and 
plainly, deſcribed in the Holy Scriptures, 
They are what all Members of the Chriftian 
Church therefore have generally believed, 
from the beginning of it to this day, although 
there have not been wanting ſuch, as have 
diſputed concerning the meaning of ſome 
terms, in which theſe Articles have been ex- 
preſſed. Now it is Your duty throughly to 
inform Vourſelves, what theſe Articles of the 
Chriſtian faith are, and in what ſenſe they 
are to be underſtood ; and whether Ye Your- 
ſelves do believe them, as they ought to be 
beliey'd. In the firſt of theſe particulars, I 
will endeavour to inform You; in the latter, 
Ye muſt inform Vourſelves, for no body elle 
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is capable of doing it. Whether Ve do truly, 
and heartily, believe the Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian faith, is a matter, in which Your own 
conſciences are chiefly concerned. But, I 
may add, that, if Ve do lead Vour lives ac- 
cording to ſuch a belief, Ve have good reaſon 
to think that Ve do not deceive Vourſelves, 
or others, in this reſpect. For Chriſtian obe- 
dience is the beſt ſign of Chriſtian faith; and, 
if Ve do behave, in every thing, according to 
the rules of the Goſpel, I fee no reaſon to | 


doubt of Your belief of the Goſpel. 

Theſe then are the Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian faith, and this is the ſenſe, in which 
they are to be believed, as appears to us from | 
the Holy Scriptures. 

Firſt, Ye are to believe, that there is a 
God, and but one God only, an eternal Be- i 
ing, infinite in Perfection, and the Author, 
and Giver, of every thing, which is good, 
and, in any degree, perfect, in others; That 
He has all power in Himſelf, by which He ar 
firſt created, and does now ſupport, and go- 
vern, all things in Heaven, and Earth; That 
He is therefore the God, and Father, of all 
Men. And Ye do believe that, from all Eter- 
nity, He was the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

In like manner, Ye are to believe, that 
Jeſus Chriſt was always, from all Eternity, the 
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Son of God; That He took the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt in the fleſh, as He was a Perſon conle- 
crated, and anointed, of God, for the Re- 
demption, and Salvation, of Mankind, And, 
that He thereby became our Lord, as He hath 
purchaſed us with His blood, and, as all 
power, and authority, is exerciſed by Him 
over His Church, 

With regard to the manner, in which the 
Son of God took our fleſh upon Him, and be- 
came viſible to the world, that He might 
{uffer for it, Ye believe, that He was con- 
ceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the 
Virgin Mary ; that is, by the power, and ope- 
ration, of God's Holy Spirit, a Woman was 
made to conceive, and bring forth, without 
the ordinary means of Generation, or the con- 
currence of a Man; That from hence our 
Bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt had both a real 
human Body, and a real human Soul, bur, 
without any ſtain of Sin upon either of them, 
becauſe of the extraordinary, and holy, man- 
ner, in which He was produced. 

Ye believe, that the ſame Holy Perſon, 
after preaching repentance, and forgiveneſs 
of Sins, to the world, for ſome ſpace of time, 
and, after working many Miracles, in con- 
firmation of the truth of what He ſaid, did 
ſuffer under Pontius Pilate, was crucihed, 
dead, and buried, and deſcended into Hell; 

That 
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That is, at ſuch a preciſe time, foretold by 
the Prophets, when the Jews were under the 
power of the Romans, and Pontius Pilate, a 
Roman, was their Governor, our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour did ſuffer from the Jews many grievous 
things, as ſcourgings, mockings, 8 
and the like; that His Body, whilit He was 
yet alive, was fixed to a Croſs, after the man- 
ner of a Criminal; that He did really die 
upon the Croſs; that His Body, when dead, 


was taken down thence, and laid in a Grave; 


and that His Soul went into the place appoint- 
cd for it, during its ſtate of ſeparation. 

Ye believe, farther, that the ſame Jeſus 
Chriſt, who was crucified, dead, and buried, 
role again the third day from the dead ; that 
is, after lying, for that ſpace of time, in the 
Grave, His Soul was reſtored to His Body, 
and He did leave His ſepulchre, and did ap- 
pear alive to many perſons, for many days, 
with the ſame Soul, and Body, which He had 
before He was put to death. And this, Ye 
are to believe, was done by His own Divine 
Power, by which He was enabled to lay down 
His Life, and take it again. 

Ye belicre alſo, that He aſcended into 
Heaven, and ſitteth on the right hand of God, 
the Father Almighty ; That is, when He had 
abode ſome time upon Earth, after His Re- 
ſurrection, and had converſed frequently with 


His 
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His Diſciples, and others, He did, in the pre- 
ſence of many Perſons, go up from them, 
with His human Soul, and Body, becoming 


inviſible to the world from that time, and 


being advanced to a Seat of the greateſt Ho- 
nour, and Glory, in Heaven, 

And Ye do believe, that He ſhall there con- 
tinue, governing, and direCting, His Church, 
and interceeding for It with God the Father, 
until the end of the world, when He ſhall 


come again to Judge both the quick, and the 
dead; Thar is, all thoſe, who ſhall be found 


then alive upon the Earth, as well as thoſe, 
who are departed out of this Life, ſhall ap- 
pear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, at 
this His ſecond coming, and ſhall be acquit- 
ted, or condemned, rewarded, or puniſhed, 
according to what they have done, whether 
it be good, or evil. 

Farther, as Ye belicve in God the Father, 
and God the Son, ſo do Ye believe in God 
the Holy Ghoſt, or the Holy Spirit, who is 
the Third Perſon in the Bleſſed Trinity, and 
of the ſame Divine Nature with the Father, 
and the Son. He is called in Scripture the 
Holy Spirit, becauſe it is by His means more 
eſpecially that all the elect, or choſen, people 
of God are ſanctified, or made holy. As Ye 
believe the Father to have been Your Creator, 
and the Son Your Redecmer, ſo Ye — 
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the Holy Ghoſt to be Your Helper, and Com- 
forter, in all things, wherein Ye ſtand in need 
more particularly of the divine aſſiſtance. He 
enlightens Your underſtandings, diſpoſes Your 
wills, and enables You to go through, and 
perform, every good, and religious, under- 
raking. He aſſiſts Your prayers, ſtrengthens 
You againſt temptations, and enables You to 
diſcern the malicious ſubtilties of the Devil, 
and the cheats, and deluſions, of the world, 
and the fleſh, He poflefles You with the 
knowledge of Your true intereſt, and is ever 
admoniſhing, and encouraging, You in the 
purſuit of it. Finally, by His ſanctifying 
Power, He unites You, and all good Chri- 
ſtians, to Chriſt Your Head, ſealing Your 
Souls with fuch an inward aſſurance of God's 
favour, that Ve do firmly hope, and are per- 
ſuaded in Yourlelves, that, through the mer- 
cies of God, Ye ſhall be everlaſtingly happy 
in a future State. 

After Ye have profe(s'd to believe thus in 
cach of the Three Perſons of the bleſſed Tri- 
nity, Ye declare alſo, that there is one Church 
of Chriſt, called the Holy Catholick, or uni- 
verſal, Church. The Church, here meant, is 
the general aſſembly of all ſuch, as, from the 
firſt publiſhing of the Goſpel to this preſent 
time, have believed in Chriſt, and who here- 
after ſhall do the ſame, to the end of the 
world, 
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world. Ve do profeſs therefore to believe 
that all Holy Perſons, who have died in the 
Faith of Chriſt, and in the Fear of God's Holy 
Name, do continue Members of Chriſt's 
Church, although they are removed out of 
our fight into a 3 State; And, that 


they, with all good, and pious, Chriſtians, 
now remaining in the World, do make but 
one Church, or Society, as they are united 
under one, and the ſame, Head, Jeſus Chriſt ; 
that they are ſanctified by the {ame Bleſſed 
Spirit, and ſhall one day partake of the ſame 
Happineſs in the glorious Kingdom of God. 
Ye do farther profeſs to believe, that Thar 
part of Chriſt's Church, which is here on 
Earth, ſhall never entirely ceaſe, but that 
there ſhall always be a number of faithful 
Perſons continuing to believe, and practiſe, 
as they are taught in the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, to the end of the world. 

Ye do allo believe, that, in this Church of 
Chriſt, there is, and always will be, a Com- 
munion of Saints. That is, that all true 
Chriſtians, as well thoſe, who are departed 
out of this Life, as thoſe who remain in it, 
have acceſs to God the Father, being in cove- 
nant with Him, through Jeſus Chriſt; That 
they are in Communion alſo with God the 
Son, who has purchaſed them with His Blood, 
and redeemed them to Himſelf; and, that 
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they have the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who dwelleth in them, and is their Counſellor, 
and Guide; That there is alſo ſo far an inter- 
courſe between good, and holy, Men on 
Earth, and the Angels of God in Heaven, as 
that they have an affectionate regard for them, 
and delight in miniſtring to them, whenſoever 
they are commanded ſo todo. And, finally, 
Ye believe, that the Members of Chriſt have, 
and ought to have, communion with one ano- 
ther, not only in prayer, and the miniſtry of 
God's Holy Word, and Sacraments, but in 
love, and charity, and all good works, where- 
by they can be beneficial to each other. 

Farther, Ye do believe, that, as Members 
of the Chriſtian Church, Ye have the ineftima- |} 
ble benefit of that moſt gracious promiſe of 
the forgiveneſs of Sins. That is, that, by PF 
the {ending His Son into the world, it has 
pleaſed Almighty God to Iſſue out a free par- 
don to all ſuch, as ſhall embrace the terms of 
His Holy Goſpel. That, when all the wiſdom 
of Man could not contrive an Expedient, 
whereby he might hope to be reconciled to 
God, and, when the whole World was ſunk 1 
into deſpair, through the burthen of their 
Sins, for which they could make no atone- _ 
ment, it pleaſed God, in the Bowels of His 
Mercy, to cauſe ridings of great Joy to be 
proclaimed to the wretched Sons of Men, no 1 
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leſs than a ſure forgiveneſs of all their Sins by 
repentance, and faith in Chriſt Jeſus. And, 
as there is none other name under Heayen given 
among Men, by which we muſt be ſaved, but only 
that of the Lord Feſus. Acts IV. 12. Ye believe, 
that forgiveneſs of Sins is not to be obtained 
in any other way than that which the Goſpel 
preſcribes; not from any authority which Men 
may falſely, and preſumprtuouſly, arrogate to 
themſelves ; not by performing ſuch things as 
the Goſpel does not require You to do; but 
by a ſtedfaſt Faith in Chrilt Jeſus, and a ſin- 
cere Obedience to His Will, and Command- 
ments. 


Ye do believe alſo, that there will be - 


Re ſurrection of the Dead. That is, that the 
Bodics of all Men, although now diflolved 
into duſt, from whence they were at firſt 
taken, ſhall be raiſed from the Grave, and 
their Souls ſhall be again united to them; 
And, that the Bodies of the Faithful ſhall be 
reſtored to them in ſuch a glorified State, as 
to be capable of enjoying Everlaſting Happi- 


' neſs; and the Bodies of the Wicked in ſuch a 


State, as ſhall make them ſenſible of Everlaſt- 
ing Miſery, and Torment. 
For, finally, Ye do believe that there will 


be a Life Everlaſting. That is, that, after 


the Reſurrection from the Dead, Ye will be 


tranſlated into a State, where Ye can never 
D 2 dic 


die any more; and in which the Good will be 
happy, and the Wicked miſerable, to all Eter- 
nity. 

This is the belief of a Chriſtian, according 


to that Revelation, which God has been 


pleaſed to make of Himſelf in His Son Chriſt 
Jeſs ; the truth of which Ye muſt be really, 
and fully, perſuaded of, if Ye expect to re- 
ceive any benefit from being Baptized in His 
Name. And, as thele things are to be be- 
lieved, ſo likewiſe are there many things to 
be done, in order to accompliſh the Eternal 
Salvation of Your Souls. For, laſtly, Ye do 
promile that Ye will keep God's holy Will, 
and Commandments, and walk in the Same 
all the days of Your Lives. By this Ye en— 
gage, that Your outward actions ſhall always 
be agreeable to the inward perſuaſion of Your 
minds; and, that Your Faith ſhall not be 
dead, and unprofitable, but lively, active, 
and fruitful of good works. The Will, and 
Commandments, of God Ye have likewile re- 


vealed to You in the Goſpel of His Bleſſed 


Son; the Moral Law, given of old to the 
Jews, being there explained, improved, and 
adapted to the State of Mankind under the 
New Covenant of Grace, by Jeſus Chriſt 
Himſelf. 

In the firſt place, Ye are not only to have 


the Lord for Your God, and none other be- 
ſides 
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ſides Him, but, from numerous paſſages of 
the New Teſtament, Ye are taught, and com- 
manded, to believe in Him, to fear Him, to 
love Him, with all Your heart, and all Your 
mind, with all Your ſoul, and with all Your 
ſtrength; to worſhip Him; to give Him 
thanks; to put Your whole truſt in Him; to 
call upon Him; to honour His holy Name, 
and His Word; and to ſerve Him truly all the 
days of Your lives. 

Ye are commanded, not only to avoid the 
{in of Idolatry, or the worſhipping God under 
the form, and ſhape, of an Image, or the 
likeneſs of any thing, which is in Heaven, or 
Earth, but Ye are forbid, even in Your inmoſt 
thoughts, to put any degree of confidence in 
any thing but the Goodneſs, and Power, of 
God, and the Merits of His Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
And this Ye are forbid to do, upon the 
higheſt Penalties ; not the loſs of temporal 
Bleſſings, or the bringing a Curſe upon You, 
and Your children, but the eternal Perdition, 
and Deſtruction, of Your Souls, and a perpe- 
tual excluſion from the Kingdom, and Pre- 
ſence, of God hereafter, 

Ye are forbid to {wear lightly, and raſhly, 
by God's holy Name. And Ye are taught 
farther, that neither ſhould Ye allow Your- 
ſelves in ſwearing by any thing that is ſacred, 
and bears a relation to God; That Ye ſhould 
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not ſwear by Vourſelves, or any part of Your- 
ſelves, inaſmuch as Ye are the creatures of 
God, and conſecrated to His Service ; Nay, 
that Ye ſhould not {wear at all, at any time, 
or upon any occaſion, unleſs Ye are called 
upon by 1 Authority to do ſo, for the 
ending of ſtrife, or for any other important, 
and good, purpoſe. 

Ve are commanded alſo to dedicate the 
Sabbath, or every ſeventh day of the week, to 
a reſt from Your ordinary labours, becauſe on 
that day God did finiſh the Creation of the 
World, and Hallowed, or Sanctified, it, as 
a day of reſt, to be perpetually obſerved by 
His People, the Jews. And, although it will 
always be Your duty, on account of the rea- 
ſonableneſs of it, and God's Pleaſure ſignified 
herein, to obſerve, and keep holy one day in 
ſeven, yet, as Your Redemption was com- 
pleated by Jeſus Chriſt's raiſing Himſelf from 
the dead upon the firſt day of the week, it 
ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to the 
Apoſtles of our Lord, under His immediate 
influence, to transfer the Holineſs of the Sab- 
bath from the ſeventh to the firſt day of the 
week, and to cauſe this alteration to be ob- 
ſerved as an ordinance amonglt all Chriſtians 
for ever. Ye arc taught moreover, and com- 
manded, to dedicate this Chriſtian Sabbath, 
now called the Lord's Day, not only to a 1 
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of Your bodies from the labours of Your cal- 
lings, but of Your minds from all Your world- 
ly concerns. Ye are bid to ſpend this Holy 
day in the more immediate ſervice, and wor- 
ſhip, of God; in prayer, in breaking of bread, 
or the receiving the holy Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, in meditation, in reading, in 
hearing che Word of God preached, and ex- 
plained, to You, and in works of mercy, cha- 
rity, and piety. 

Thele are the dutics Ye are to diſcharge 
towards God, With regard to Your Neigh- 
bour, or one another, Ye are called upon, in 
the firſt place, to pay due hononr, and reve- 
rence, to Your Parents; To obey all their 
lawfull commands; To ſubmit to their cor- 
rections; and to comfort, and ſuccour, them 

in their diſtreſs. Farther, Ve are to be duti- 
ful to Your Civil Parents, as well as Your na- 
tural ones; that is, Ye are to obey the Ma- 
giſtrates, which are ſer over You ; not out of 
a dread of puniſhment, but for the ſatisfaction 
of Your own conſciences, as They are the 
Ordinance of God, and appointed by Him to 
govern, and protect, You. Le are to be obe- 
dient alſo to Maſters, Teachers, and Go- 
vernours, In every ſtation of Life, in ſhort, 
Ye are to behave ſuitably to the ſubordina- 
tion, in which Ye are placed ; and to exer- 
ciſe Your authority righteouſly, and in 2 
car 
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fear of God, over all thoſe, if any ſuch there 
are, as are ſubordinate to You. 

Again, Ye are forbid to take away the Life 
of any Man, either ſecretly, or openly ; ei- 
ther by Acting Yourlelves, or by Aſſiſting 
others; Ye ſhall do no Murther. And not 
only ſo, but according to the Goſpel explana- 
tion of this Commandment, Ye ſhall check, 
and moderate, Your anger, from whence 
Murther generally proceeds, For, if Ye let 
it tranſport You ſo far, as to revile another 
with hard ſpeeches, Ye ſhall not be guiltleſs. 
Out of the Heart are the Iſſues of Life; that 
is, as Men Think, they generally Act; And, 
if they do not Act accordingly, they are not 
always reſtrained by the fear of God, which 
ought to be one of the rules of their whole 
conduct. Ye are to ſee then that Your hearts 
be not evil; that no malice, envy, or re- 
venge, be ſuffered to harbour there; for He 
that Wills, or Wiſhes, the death of another, 
with God, the Searcher of Hearts, is ac- 
counted no leſs guilty than if He had accom- 
pliſhed it. 

The ſame may be ſaid of the next Com- 
mandment. For, although Ye are forbid to 
commit the act of Adultery only, yet, ac- 
cording to our Bleſſed Saviour's Interpretation 
of it, every inclination, or diſpoſition, of the 
mind towards it is criminal. And therefore 
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Ye are hereby obliged to keep Your minds, 
as well as Your bodies, in temperance, ſo— 
briety, and chaſtity. That is, Ye are to re- 
gulate even Your thoughts, and defires, leſt 
they finally lead You into Sins of unclean- 
neſs; Or, if they do not, yet the very enter- 
tainment of them in Your minds is offenſive 
to God, and will compel His holy Spirit to 
leave You; Who, Ye may ſuppoſe, will not 
dwell with ſuch company, in ſo foul, and de- 
bauch'd, an habitation. 

Farther, Ye are forbid to Steal ; That is, 
to defraud Your Neighbour of his goods in 
any of the various ways, which the wickedneſs 
of Men's hearts has contrived to injure one 
another in their property. On the contrary, 
Ye are to be fair, and upright, in all Your 
dealings; to be careful to provide for Your- 
ſelves, and Your families, by Your own la- 
bour, and pains, and to be throughly con- 
tented with that honeſt livelihood , which 
Providence has allotted You. If Ye ſeek any 
thing farther, it muſt be that Ye may have to 
give to others, and not for Your own uſe only, 
Nay ſo far ſhould Ye be from defrauding 
others, that, if Ye are defrauded Vourſelves, 
Ye ſhall not be over-forward to recover Your 
juſt rights by Law. Ye ſhall be ready to for- 
give injuries of this kind, as well as others, 
provided Ye are at liberty ſo to do, and the 

con- 
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. conſequences of Your forgivenefs may not be 
hurtful to others. 

Again, Ye are forbid to bear falſe witneſs 
againſt Your Neighbour. That is, Ye are 
ſtrictly to ſpeak the truth concerning Him, if 
Ve are called upon as witneſſes for, or againſt, 
Him, in a Court of Juſtice. In common con- 
verſation alſo, when there is a neceſſity of 
{peaking of him, as there rarely is, Ye are to 
"6 nothing of him but what Ye know ro. be 
the truth, without any aggravations, or in- 
ſinuations, which may hurt his good Name. 
But, as Chriſtians, Ye are to judge no Man, 
to be charitable in every thing, Ye think, or 
ſay, of others; Ye are not to ſuſpect any 
evil; Ye are to vindicate their Characters, as 
far as Ye are able, and to preſerve their 
Reputation, with the utmoſt tenderneſs, and 
care. 

Finally, to ſecure the Obſervation of all 
the foregoing Commandments, which relate 
to Your Neighbour, Ye are forbid to enter- 
tain any unlawful deſires, with regard to his 
Houſe, his Wife, his Servants, and his Goods. 
That is, Ye are not to covet what is ano- 
ther's, but Ye are to be perfectly contented 
with what is Your own. And not only ſo, 
ſays the Goſpel, but Ye are to be truly thank- 
ful for ir, and acknowledge that it is more 
than Ye deſerve. 
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This is the ſubſtance of the Moral Law, 
given of old to the Jews, and renewed, ex- 
plained, and improved, for the uſe, and pra- 
Rice, of the whole Chriſtian World. That 
it is improved, or is attended with ſome ad- 
vantages, which It had not, at It's firſt publi- 
cation, will appear from the following conſi- 
derations. 

Namely, that, whereas It was delivered, 
at firſt, to a ſtubborn, and diſobedient, People, 
actually in rebellion againſt God ar the time 
when It was offered to them, and therefore 
was accompanied by thunderings, and light- 
nings, and all the circumſtances of terror, 
which did become an offended Deity, It was 
3 to the whole World, a ſecond time, 
by the Bleſſed Meſſenger of Peace, and Re— 
conciliation; by the Voice of the Son of 
God, not iſſuing from a dark Cloud, but from 
beneath the veil of Human Fleſh, in a moſt 
tender, and compaſſionate, manner, ſuited to 
Mankind in a State of recovery from Sin, 
and ad miſſion to Pardon. Hence, although 
It was a Law of fear to the Jews, It is a Law 
of love to Us, and therefore is eſtabliſhed 
upon a better Principle, and more noble, as 
well as engaging, Motives of Obedience. 
God's free Pardon of Mankind in the Re- 
demption of them from all their Sins, by the 
Blood of Chriſt Jeſus, demands our Obedi- 

ence 
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ence upon reaſons of a different nature from 
thoſe offer'd to the Jews; and, as the Mer- 
cies, God has been pleaſed to manifeſt to us, 
are much greater than thole ſhewed to them, 
ſo will our Gratitude to Him bear ſome pro- 
portion. If God ſo loved us, it is impoſſible 
that we ſhould not love Him, and one another. 
And, if we love Him, it is equally impoſſible 
that we ſhould not heartily, and willingly, 
obey all His commands. Love therefore, ſays 
the Apoſtle, # the fulfilling of the Law. Rom. 
XIII. 10. And our Blefled Saviour, in ano- 
ther place, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, 
with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and with 
all thy Strength; this i the firſt Commandment ; 
and the ſecond is like, namely this, Thou ſhalt 
love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf : there is none other 
Commandment greater than theſe, Mark. XII. 
30. 31. Thus is our whole duty both to God, 
and Man, made to reſt upon one Principle, 
which is Love. And, although all Mankind, 
by their creation, preſervation, and innume- 
rable Bleſſings, daily received from the Hand 
of God, are ſufficiently engaged to obey Him, 
upon this Principle, yet Chriſtians, of all 
Men, are more particularly bound fo to do, 
inaſmuch as the goodneſs of God hath abound- 
ed towards them beyond all that they could 
hope for, or conceive, This then is one ad- 
vantage that the Moral Law receives from 
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Chriſtianity, namely, that Your obedience to 
It is render'd more eaſie, becauſe Your obli- 
gations to obey are not only ſtrengthen'd, 
bur they are likewiſe of ſuch an engaging 
kind, as the nature of Man is moſt inclined 
to comply with. 

And, as the obedience of Chriſtians to the 
Moral Law is bound more ſtrongly upon them 
by that new Manifeſtation of God's Love to 
Mankind, in the Redemption of the World, 
ſo is It alſo, Secondly, encouraged by better 
Promiſes, and greater Rewards, than were 
annexed to Ir, before our Saviour's Coming. 
It does not appear, that the Sanctions of the 
Moral Law, when given to the Jews, did ex- 
tend to any thing beyond the Bounds of this 
Life. They were to be ſucceſsful, and pro- 
ſperous, in the World, as long as they were 
obedient; and a curſe was to light upon 
them, and their children, if, at any time, 
they were otherwiſe. But of Everlaſting 
Happineſs in another Life they had no aſſu- 
rance, nor well-grounded hope. So that, in 
the Service of God, although their work was 
the ſame, their wages were of infinitely leſs 
value. For we Chriſtians have a promiſe, not 
of this Life, it is true, but of a far better. 
We are threatned likewiſe with everlaſting 
Puniſhment, it may be ſaid, upon our Dil- 
obedience, which was not their unhappy caſe. 
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But, be not deceived, for even This alſo is 
another inſtance of God's mercy, and loving 
kindneſs, to us, in that He makes uſe of our 
utmolt fears, as well as hopes, to keep us 
ſteady to our duty. It muſt be confels'd, that 
the Love of God is the beſt principle of our 
Obedience to Him ; but God has been pleaſed 
to condeſcend fo far to the infirmities of our 
nature, as to omit no arguments, by which 
we may be inclined to obey Him, adding to 
the reſt that of fear of puniſhment alſo, which 
generally prevails with us in all our actions. 
And, as this puniſhment is to be exceedingly 
great, and to continue for ever, the fear of jr 
is ſtronger, and more compulſive, and there- 
fore gives an advantage to the Moral Law, as 
it is propoſed to the obedience of Chriſtians 
upon terms, which muſt meet with compliance. 
Thirdly, this Law is, in Itſelf, more excel- 
lent, and the Precepts of it carried to an 
higher degree of perfection, as It ſtands ex- 
plained to us in the New Teſtament, which 
is another advantage attending It, in the re- 
gard, it bears, to us Chriſtians. For Ye may 
obſerve, that It is extended by our bleſſed 
Saviour to {ome duties, which the Jews ſeem- 
ed to be unacquainted with. We are com- 
manded to diſcharge our duty to God, by Wor- 
Jhipping Him in Spirit, and in 1ruth. Joh. IV. 24. 
T hat is, we ate not to pay Him the outward, 
| formal, 
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formal, adoration of our bodies only, in cer- 
tain places, and at certain ſeaſons, but we are 
required to poſſeſs our minds with a conſtant 
fear, and reverence, of His holy Name; to 
maintain an habitual diſpoſition to prayer, and 
thankſgiving, every where, and upon all occa- 
tions. For God is a Spirit, and is preſent 
with us in every place, He is alſo a diſcerner 
of the heart, and therefore we muſt worſhip 
Him in Spirit, and in Truth. So likewite, in 
the diſcharge of our duty to our Neighbour, 
we are required, not only to do him no injury, 
but to love him, as we do ourſelves; to re— 
turn him bleſſing for curſing; and to pray for 
him, although he Uſes us deſpitefully, We 
are required to prefer the virtues of meeknels, 
patience, humility, and charity, to all other 
virtues, as we have Jeſus Chriſt for an ex- 
ample. And, finally, we are taught to be 
deſirous of afflictions, and death itſelf, if 
thereby we may contribute, in any degree, to 
the advancement of God's honour, and glory. 
Upon all thele accounts, the Moral Law has 
manifeſty ſome advantages, as it is renewed. 
to us Chriſtians, which it had not, as it was 

propoled to the Jews, in the Old Teſtament. 
But, beſides the Moral Law, contained in 
Ten Commandments, Ye are obliged, as 
Chriſtians, to obey thoſe poſitive laws, which 
our bleſſed Saviour hath been pleaſed to add 
3 to 


1 


to them, and which do therefore more pecu- 
liarly belong to Your holy profeſſion. Theſe 
are the Commands, by which He hath ap- 
pointed two Sacraments to be received in His 
Church, namely, Baptiſm, and the Lord's- 
Supper. The es which hath been al- 
ready explained, is the dipping in, or ſprink- 
ling with, Water, at the time of Vour entrance 
into Chriſt's Church, when Ve take the Vow 
of Chriſtianity upon You, The latter is the 
cating bread, and drinking wine, as often as 
Ye have opportunity, in Communion with 
Your fellow members of the Church, to pre- 
{ſerve thereby a memorial of Chriſt's Death, 
until His coming again. And theſe Ye are to 
look upon, not as empty ceremonies, or as 
mere emblems of ſomething elſe ſignified 
thereby; for our bleſſed Saviour has promiſed, 
that the receiving His Sacraments ſhall be ac- 
companied by His eſpecial Grace, whenſoever 
it is done faithfully, and with a ſincere, and 
penitent, Heart. That, as Your Bodies are 
{prinkled, and cleanſed, with Water, ſo ſhall 
Your Sins be waſhed away, and Your Souls 
urifyed by His holy Spirit. And, that, as 
b breaking bread, and pouring out wine, Ye 
do fitly repreſent His body broke, and His 
blood ſhed, upon the Croſs, ſo ſhall Ye there- 
by enſure to Yourſelves the benefits of His 
Death, which Ye ſo thankfully nn 
And, 


| 
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And, as Your bodies are ſtrengthen'd, and 


refreſh'd, by the bread, and wine, ſo ſhall 
Your Souls be comforted, and all the Chri- 


ſtian Graces, Ve are endowed with, be quick- 


ned, and revived. As Ye have been already 
Baptized into the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, let 
me exhort You not to loſe the Benefit of one 
Sacrament by a neglect of the other. For, 
be aſſured, that they are, both of them, e- 
qually neceſſary to the Salvation of Vour Souls. 
If Ve do habitually abſent Vourſelves from 
the Lord's-Supper, it will but little avail You, 
that Ye have been admitted into His Church. 
by Baptiſm. It will not be uncharitable to 
think of You, that Ye would have neglected 


Baptiſm, in like manner, had it been left to 


Your own choice, whether Ye would be Bap- 
tized, or not. For the ſame faith, and the 
ſame repentance, and purpoſes of a good life, 
are required of You to prepare for Baptiſm, 


as are neceſſary for the worthy receiving of 
the Lord's-Supper. And, if Ye refule to E 
lify Vourſelves for this, it may well be ſup- 


oſed that neither would Ve have qualifyed 
3 for that. So that, if no Perſon 


had brought Vou to Baptiſm, when Ve were 


Infants, and had undertaken, that Ve ſhould 
faltil the conditions of it, it is not improbable 
but Ye might have died Unbaptized. Exa- 
mine Yourſelvcs throughly, and ſec that Ye 
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are perfectly ſincere in this matter. For, if 
Ve deceive Vourſelves herein, nothing can be 
of more fatal conſequence to Vour Souls. Con- 
vince Vourſelves, and the World, that Ve 
heartily embrace the terms of Your Baptiſm, 
by fulfilling the ſame terms in a frequent re- 
cciving of the Communion of Chriſt's Body, 
and Blood. And let me adviſe You to enter 
upon this neceſſary Duty now, in Your younger 
Years, as ſoon as Ye have informed Vourſelves 
of what is required from thoſe, who come to 


the Lord's Table. For it is found by experi- 


ence, that they, who abſent themſelves from 
it, whilſt they are Voung, are not brought to 
it, without great difficulty, when they are ad- 
vanced in Years. Some are diſcouraged by 
the increaſing burthen of their Sins; and 
others, merely by the force of an evil habit, 
continuc in a neglect of this duty. But, if Ye 
begin early to appear at the Lord's Table, Ye 
will eſcape both theſe deluſions. Ye will nei- 
ther be terrified by Your guilt, which as yet, 
it is to be hoped, is not very great ; neither 
will Ye be 1 by an evil cuſtom, which 
Ye have taken care to prevent. What is re- 
uired of thoſe, who come to the Sacrament 
of the Lord's-Supper, Your Prayer-books will 
inſtruct You, being clearly, and plainly, ex- 
preſo d, in the exhortation before the Com- 
munic i Office, © Repent Ye truly for 7 
Sins 
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«Sins paſt; Hare a lively, and ſtedfaſt, faith 
ce jn Chriſt our Saviour; Amend Your lives; 
«Be in perfect Charity with all Men; And, 
© above all, give moſt hearty thanks to God 
te the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
«© Ghoſt, for the Redemption of the World 
ce by the Death, and Paſſion, of our Saviour 
©« Chriſt; ſo ſhall Ye be meet Partakers of 
*thole Holy Myſteries.” Ye may obſerve, 
that, in theſe words, there is nothing en- 
joined You, but what every Chriſtian, at all 
times, is obliged to perform, When there- 
fore this is called a Preparation for the worthy 
receiving of the Lord's-Supper, nothing more 
is meant by it, but that, upon this occaſion 
more particularly, Ye ſhould examine Your- 
ſelves, whether Ye do truly, and faithfully, 
perform what it is always Your duty to do. 
There is no new task laid upon You, as ſome 
people are apt to imagine, in preparing Your- 
{elves for the Holy Sacrament; only Ye are 
obliged to enquire into the State of Your 
Souls, and ſee whether Your belief, and pra- 
&ice, is ſuch as becometh Chriſtians. And 
can this be done too often? Can it be ſafel 
put off from time to time? Will not Your 
Sins daily encreaſe upon You, and the faſter, 
becauſe Ye neglect the Grace of God, offer'd 
to You in this Sacrament? And will not this 


Neglect add to the number? Will they not, 


many 
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many of them, when thus encreaſed, eſcape 
Your memory, and therefore not be particu- 
larly repented of? May Ye not be cut off in 
the midſt of them, or dicabled by ſickneſs to 
recolle& them ? Surely there is no excuſe can 
avail You at all, if theſe things are duly con- 
ſidered. I charge You therefore, as Ye hope 
for Eternal Salvation, to take every opportu- 
nity of receiving the Sacrament of Chriſt's 
Body, and Blood. Judge Vourſelves, that Ye 
be not judged of the Lord. Draw near with 
faith, and receive theſe pledges of the Love 
of Your Redeemer, to Your comfort. Offer 
to Almighty God this Your Sacrifice of Praiſe, 
and Thankſgiving; Yourſelves alſo, Your 
Souls, and Bodies, to be a reaſonable, holy, 
and lively, Sacrifice unto Him ; humbly be- 
ſeeching Him that, as Ye are partakers of this 
Holy Communion, Ye may be filled with His 
Grace, and Heavenly Benediction. So ſhall 
Ye be conducted by His Holy Spirit through 
the ſnares, and temptations, of this mortal 
State, with ſafety; ſo ſhall Ye fully know, 
conſtantly bear in mind, and faithfully practiſe, 
every Chriſtian Duty ; ſo ſhall the peace of 
God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, keep 
Your hearts, and minds, in the knowledge, 
and love, of God, and of His Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt; and the bleſſing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy co 
1a 
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ſhall be amongſt You, and remain with You 
always. 

Thus have J ſet before You all that Ye are 
to believe, and do, as Chriſtians, in order to 
the attainment of Everlaſting Life. But, ſince 
the Nature of Man is ſuch, at preſent, that 
Ye can do no good thing of Yourſelves, and, 
that therefore Ye have need of the Divine 
Aſſiſtance in every thing, which relates to Your 
faith, and practice, I muſt farther put You in 
remembrance of the duty of conſtant Prayer. 
Without this, Ye are aſſured from many paſ- 
| ſages in Scripture, that all Your endeavours 
to be good will be accounted preſumptuous, 
and therefore will have no effect. For Your 
entire dependance is upon God, and Ye can- 
not, by Your own power, provide for the ne- 
ceſſities either of Your Souls, or Bodies. It 
is He, who giveth You food, and raiment, 
and all the neceſſaries, and conveniences, of 
Life. It is He alſo, who puts it into Your 
hearts both to will, and perform, what is ac- 
ceptable, and well-pleaſing, to Himſelf. If 
Ye can fo far prevail over the corruption of 
Your nature, as to think humbly of Your- 
{clves, and to apply to the Throne of Grace 
for the ſupply of all Your wants, Ye are gone 
as far as, of Yourſelves, Ye are able to go. 
Thence forward Ye muſt Uſe Your utmoſt en- 
deavours, (the ſincerity of Your hearts will 

require 
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require it of Vou) but they will not be effe- 
ctual, without the Bleſſing of God, which a- 
lone can give them ſucceſs, You ſee then the 
abſolute neceſſity of Prayer. In regard to 
which, the Church, Ye more particularly be- 
long to, hath provided You with a Publick 
Form, to be uſed as often as Ye meet toge- 
ther for the worſhip of God. It was com- 
poied by good, and holy, Men, as appears 
rcom that Spirit of true piety, and devotion, 
which breaths throughout the whole. Ye 
will do well therefore in paying a due regard 
to it, and it will become You to loſe no op- 
portunity of joining in it devoutly in the Pub- 
lick Church. It may be of fervice to You 
likewiſe in Your Private Devotions, there be- 
ing fcarcely any one circumſtance of Life, to 
which there are not Petitions properly ſuited 
in the Common-Prayer Book of the Church. 
But, becauſe the ignorance, and weakneſs, of 
Mankind is ſuch, that they can neither hel 

themſelves, nor do well underſtand the man- 
ner, in which they may addrets themſelves to 
God for help, it has pleaſed our Bleſſed Sa— 
viour to inſtruct His Church to pray, as they 
ought, in that ſhort, and perfect, form, which 
is called by His Name. So that, however 
imperfect thoſe prayers may be, which Ye 
make Yourſelves, or which good, and devour, 
Men, have made for Your uſe, yet are Ye aſ- 


{ured 
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ſured that Ve are provided with one Prayer, 
in which all Your wants are properly ſumm'd 
up, and which, if rightly ofter'd, will not fail 
of meeting with acceptance. 

In the Lord's-Prayer Ye addreſs Yourſelves 
to Almighty God, who, through the media- 
tion of His Bleſſed Son, vouchſafeth to be 
call'd Your Father, and the common Father 
of all Chriſtians, alchough Ye worthily deſerve 
to be puniſhed for Your Sins, and to be utter- 
ly caſt out of His favour. And, although He 
is infinite, incomprehenſible, and the whole 
Univerſe is filled with His greatneſs, yet, be- 
cauſe His glory is manifeſted chiefly in Hea- 
ven, and from thence is revealed to the Chil- 
dren of Men, Ye are taught to call Him Your 


Father, which is in Heaven, | 


Ye pray, or 1ignifie that it is, above all 
things, Your ſincere, and hearty, deſire, that, 
as His Name, (or His Being, and Attributes) 
is holy, fearful, and glorious, ſo it may be 
ſanctified, reverenced, and adored, by all 
Men, in every place, and throughout all ge- 
nerations, fur ever. That Yourſclves more 
particularly may have Your hearts cleanſed, 
and filled, with His Grace, that, in all Your 
thoughts, words, and actions, Ye may endea- 
vour to promote His honour, and Glory. 

For the better accompliſhment of this Your 


ſincere deſire, Ye pray, that God's Kingdom 


may 
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may come; That the knowledge of His holy 
Name may be ſpread throughout the whole 
world ; That the dominion of Sin, and Satan, 
may be entirely deſtroyed by the Light of 
Chriſt's Goſpel; and that the bleſſed time may 
not be delayed, when Ye, with all thoſe, who 
have died in His faith, and fear, ſhall be 
tranſlated into His Heavenly Kingdom. 

Ye pray, that, in the mean while, God's 
holy Will may be done on Earth, as it is in 
Heaven. That is, Ye declare, that Ye are 
entirely reſigned to all the diſpenſations of 
His good Providence, and are ready to do, 
and ſuffer, every thing, which cometh of His 
Divine appointment. That Ye willingly, and 
heartily, ſubmit to all the rules, and methods, 
which He hath commanded You to walk by. 
And, although it may be impoſſible for You 
ever to attain to ſuch a perfection of obedi- 
ence, in this preſent Life, yet it is Your ſin- 
cere wiſh, and deſire, that Vourſelves, and all 
Men, throughout the whole world, were en- 
abled to perform the Will of God, with the 
ſame readineſs, and the {ame exactneſs, as it 
is performed by the Angels in Heaven. That, 
as theſe bleſſed * the Meſſengers of God, 
do ſpeedily, and chearfully, execute all His 
commands, ſo His faithful ſervants on earth, 
as far as the infirmities of their fleſh will permit 
them, may conſtantly, and gladly, obey Him 
in all things, After 
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After thus profeſſing, that Your chief con- 
cern is for the advancement of God's honour, 
and glory, Ye proceed in Your Petitions, by 
begging of Him to give You this day Your 
daily bread. Hereby Ye humbly acknowledge, 
that all things depend upon His gracious Pro- 


vidence; that the eyes of all Creatures look 


up to Him, who giveth them their meat in due 
ſeaſon, and provideth them with all things, 
out of His bounteous liberality. Therefore 
Ye beſeech Him to give You allo all the neceſ- 
ſaries, and conveniences, of life. Which, al- 
though Ye are allowed to call them Tour daily 
bread, are not Yours of right, but come of 
the free bounty of God, and by His bleſſing 
upon Your labours. Ye pray, that He would 
continue to bleſs them ; that neither Ye, nor 
Your families, may ever be in want of what 
He may judge neceſſary, or proper, for Your 
ſupport. And, by thus confeſſing that Your 
whole reliance is upon His goodneſs, and 
mercy, Ye oblige Vourſelres to return Him 
all poſſible thanks, and praiſe, for the mani- 
fold bleſſings Ve daily receive at His hands. 
Farther, Ye beſeech God to forgive You 
Your treſpaſſes, to blot out all Your ſins, and 
releaſe You from the puniſhment of them, as 
Ye forgive them that treſpaſs againſt You. 
That is, although Men's forgiveneſs of each 
other bears no proportion to the forgiveneſs, 


they 
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they ſtand in need of from God, yet, as it has 
pleaſed God to make this a neceſſary condi- 
tion of Your being forgiven, Ye do humbl 
hope, that, if Ye are in perfect charity wit 
all Men, and do truly repent You of Your fins, 
Ye ſhall meet with pardon at the Throne of 
His Grace. At the ſame time, Ye do hereby 
declare, that Ye have no hopes of pardon, un- 
leſs Ye fulfill this condition; and do engage 
therefore to forgive others their treſpaſſes, ſo 
far as is conſiſtent with God's laws, and the pre- 
ſervation of peace, and order, in the world. 
But, leſt Ye ſhould meet with trials in this, 
or any other, reſpect, too ſtrong for You to 
encounter, Ye beg of God, not to lead You 
into temptation, but to deliver You from evil, 
Ye make it Your humble requeſt, that Ye may 
not be ſeduced from Your obedience either 
by proſperity, or afflictions; that, whatſoever 
ſtation of life it may pleaſe God to appoint 
You to, and in whatſoever circumſtances Ye 
are placed, Ye may, by the help of His Grace, 
ſteadily purſue Your duty, and do nothing un- 
becoming Your Chriſtian profeſſion ; That Ye 
may not be permitted to yield to the deluſions 
of the fleſh, the world, or the Devil; but that 
Ye may be ſtrengthened by the holy Spirit of 
God againſt all theſe Your enemies, and, be- 
ing protected from their power, may pals the 
whole courſe of Your lives with integrity, 
and innocence. Finally, 
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Finally, Ve declare, that Ve are firmly per- 
ſuaded, that Ve ought to offer all Vour prayers, 
and praiſes, to God only; that Ve do not, in 
any degree, truſt in Yourſelves, or in any other 
Creature, for the ſucceſs of Vour petitions; 
but, that God, and God alone, can, and will, 
Ve humbly hope, relieve all Vour wants, both 
ſpiritual, and temporal; For His is the king- 
dom, the power, and the glory, for ever, and 
ever. He is the ablolute Governour of the 
whole Univerſe, the Almighty diſpoſer of all 
events; He can do whatſocver He will, and 
nothing is brought to paſs in Heaven, or 
Earth, without His Permitlion. 

Ye conclude all by ſaying, Amen. Where- 
by Ye expreſs Your carnelt defire, that God 
would be plcaſed moſt graciouſly to grant 
whatſoever Ye have asked; And, at the ſame 
time, Ye ſignife Your humble confidence in 
Him, that, through the merits, and media- 
tion, of Jeſus Chriſt, this Prayer of His bleſſed 
Son will be heard, and accepted, by Him. 

This then is the Prayer, which our bleſſed 
Saviour has lefr, for the uſe of His Church, 
and every particular Member of it. So that 
it is ĩimpollible Ye ſhould err, when Ye addreſs 
Yourlſclves to God in this form of words, or 
in any form agreeable hereto. Let it be Your 
conſtant care ſo to order Your thoughts, and 
actions, that Ye may be always in a capacity 
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of uſing ir. For otherwiſe Ye will provoke 
God's anger againſt You by Your raſhneſs, and 
preſumption, and bring a curſe upon Your- 
{elves, inſtead of a bleſſing. Approach Him 
not therefore with this Prayer, unleſs Ye are 
ſincere in Your deſires, and endeavours, that 
Yourſelves, and all Mankind, may be obedient 
to His Will; and that His Name may be re- 
verenced, and His Glory exalted, throughout 
the whole earth. See that Ye do not enter— 
tain in Your minds a dependance upon any 
thing. but the goodnels of God, for the relief 
of all Your wants. Be ready to forgive inju- 
ries, and loſe no opportunity of doing good 
to all Men. Truſt not to Your own ſtrength, 
in the many trials, and temptations, incident 
to this Your mortal ſtate ; but be aſſured that 
it is God alone, who can protect You from 
the ſnares of this world, and the ſubtilty, and 
malice, of Your Ghoſtly Enemy. Finally, be 
perſuaded that all Power is in God only ; that 
no evil can harm You without His permiſſion, 
no good befall You, but by His Grace, and 
favour. For He ruleth over all things for ever, 
and ever; As His Authority has no bounds, 
ſo will His Kingdom, and Glory, never have 
an end. 

Thus have I briefly, and plainly, ſet before 
You the whole duty of a Chriſtian ; putting 
You in remembrance of what Ye ought to be- 
lieve, 
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lieve, and do, in order to be ſaved. It is my 
hearty prayer to God for Vou, that, by His 

Grace, He would enable You to practiſe it in 
truth, and fincerity. And I entreat Your 
Prayers for me alſo, that I may do the ſame, 
that, if it ſo pleaſeth God, we may mutually 
receive benefit from each other. Here Ye have 
the ſubſtance of all, that has been, or will be, 
preached to You; and I ſend it to You ſumm'd 
up in this little Book, that Ye may have it al- 
ways before Your eyes, and, by often reading 
it, may imprint it deeply in Your memories. 
I addreſs it chiefly to You, who are of the 
Younger Sort, becauſe, at Your firſt ſetting 
Out in the world, Ye have need of a Guide to 
direct You in the right way; Becauſe Ye are 
not enter'd, or, at leaſt, not far gone, I hope, 
inthe path, that leadeth to deſtruction ; and 
more particularly, becauſe Ye live in dange- 
rous times, when Ye have few good exam- 
ples, but many, very many, bad ones, before 
You, and therefore are more likely to be ſe— 
duced. I am ſorry I have occaſion to obſerve 
any thing, which is to the diſcredit of the 
prelent Age, but moſt certain it is, that, in 
every (tation of Life, the manners of Men are 
greatly corrupted. And not only fo, but many 
ſeem to grow {lack in the faith of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and ſome to have totally forſaken 
it. Who knows but God may put it into Your. 
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hearts ſeriouſly to confider the preſent unhap- 
py ſtate of Chriſt's Church, and incline You 
to uſe Your utmoſt endeavours to reform it ? 
At leaſt, He may enable You to order Your 
own lives, as Ye ought, and, by preſerving 
You from infection in Your Younger Years, it 
may ſo happen that the ſucceeding generation 
may be better than the preſent. This ſeems 
to be the only hope, which is now left us; and, 
for Your own ſakes, for the ſake of Mankind, 
for the ſake of Virtue, and Religion, and for 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, do not diſappoint it. 

Be ſtrong, and couragious, and dare to be 
good, under all the preſent diſcouragements 
of Virtue, and Piety. Purſue no other plea- 
ſure but that of Innocence, which alone can 
give You true ſatisfaction, and peace, of mind, 
Be prudent in regard to Vour beſt, and dear- 
eſt, intereſt; and, above all things, be wiſe 
for Your own Souls. Forget not Your obli- 
cations to Him, in whom Ye live, and move, 
and have Your being ; and let Your thoughts 
perpetually dwell on that lively hope of eternal 
happineſs, to which Ye are begotten through 
Chriſt Jelus. Think with Yourſelves, that, 
although Ye may live many years, yet it is not 
impoſſible that Ye may be cut off in a few 
days; that, be Your lives ever ſo long, yet 
are they really ſhort, and will appear to You 
much ſhorter, as they approach to an end ; 
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That Ye cannot therefore begin too early to 
be good, neither will it be ſafe for You to loſe 
the preſent opportunity. Conſider how m 
thouſands there are, who, reflecting upon their 
paſt conduct, would give the whole world, if 
it was at their diſpoſal, to be in Your time of 
life. If they were ſuffered to begin their days 
again, how watchful would they be over them- 
ſelves, how cautious of offending God in any 
one action, or thought? Every wilful Sin, 
they have formerly committed, is now as a 
Viper in their boſoms, the ſting of which 
leaves a ſmart not to be endured. The infirmi- 
ties of old Age are tolerable enough to them, 
but a wounded Spirit who can bear? Such 
though will be Your condition, wretched as it 
is, if Ye are guilty of the ſame folly, and tread 
in their ſteps. Learn from their examples to 
make a good uſe of the preſent time; and, if 
Ye are ſenſible, as Ye muſt needs be, of their 
unhappy caſe, take effectual care that, one 
time or other, it may not be Yours alſo, How 
will Ye condemn Vourſelves hereafter, if Ve are 
ſo unwiſe as to loſe the preſent opportunity, 
which cannot be retrieved? Ye will then re- 
flect with ſorrow upon Vour evil courſe of life, 
and ſtand amazed at Your own folly in neg- 
lecting this good advice. 
When the time of Your departure out of 
this world ſhall draw near, which way will Ye 
look 
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look for comfort, or what will Ve do to be at 
peace with Vourſelves? If Ye turn Your eyes 
upon Your paſt lives, Ye will find nothing 
there, but what will give You grief, and vexa- 
tion. And, if Ye look forwards, how terrible 
will be the proſpect of God's anger, whom Ye 
have made it Your buſineſs to offend > If Ye 
do repent, yet how ſhall Ye be throughly ſa- 
tisfied that Your repentance is ſincere? It may 
proceed from a wrong cauſe, and therefore 
will avail You nothing. It may proceed from 
an incapacity, or diſreliſn, of ſome Sins, and 


the want of opportunity to commit others. It 


may ariſe from the dread of puniſhment only, 
not from any good diſpoſitions of mind, or 
from a conviction of Your faults. A late re- 
pentance therefore, inſtead of the ſatisfaction, 
which is propoſed by it, will be attended with 
perplexity, and doubt. But, on the other 
hand, a well- ſpent life, proceeding from early 
habits of virtue, and goodneſs, will leave no 
room to queſtion the ſincerity of Your obedi- 
ence, but will lay a foundation for a reaſona- 
ble hope that God will be favourable to You, 
Ye will hve the pleaſure of thinking, that Ve 
made it Your firſt choice to do His Will, and 
were not compelled to it by Your natural fears, 


and apprehenſions; that Ye kept Your inno- 


cence, when Ye were courted, bribed, and im- 


portuned on all fides, to part with it; that Ye 


never 
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never enter'd into the ſervice of Sin, and 
therefore have no title to it's wages. 

But in what language can I deſcribe to You 
the joy, and tranſport, which attends the con- 
clilioa of a regular, and good, life? When 
the time approaches that Ye ſhall be called 
upon to give an account to God, how will it 
delight You to think, that it has always been 
Your ſincere endeavour to obey His Will? 
What pleaſure will it be to reflect upon the 
dangers, Ye have eſcaped, the evil Ye have 
forborn, and the good Ye have done? That 
I had led a better life, is, and ought to be, 
the wiſh of every Man, good, as well as bad, 
when he comes to die. But, whilſt the old 
Sinner reproaches himſelf with a neglect of 
every duty, Your conſciences will bear You 
witneſs, that, from Your Youth up, Ye have 
endeavour'd to fulfill the Commandments of 
God. Hence will Ye be encouraged to look 
forward alſo with an humble hope, that, 
through the merits of Chriſt Jeſus, Ye ſhall 
be accepted of Him. Death, it is true, is 
ſuch a change, as Ye cannat but be oftentimes 
thoughtful, and ſollicitous, about. But re- 
member, that the ſting of Death is fin; and, 
when it is once diſarmed, the terror of it is 
much abated. Good Men therefore, for the 
molt part, die with perfect reſignation, and 
ſatisfaction, of mind. Nay we ſometimes 

meet 
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meet with inſtances of ſuch as expreſs great 
joy in the exchange of this Life for a better. 
And Ve will do the ſame, if Ve order Vour 
converſation according to my advice. For 
what can harm Vou ſo long as Ve are at peace 
with God? Although Your Souls are ſepa— 
rated from Your Bodies for a time, yet no- 
thing can ſeparate You from the love of God. 
Ye cannot be removed beyond the reach of 
His Mercy, and Loving Kindneſs. It will 
follow You through every State, and uphold, 
and comfort, You in every Change Ye un- 
dergo. 

But, after Death, there will be no farther 
Change; Your Condition then will he fixed 
for ever. When Chriſt, who is Tour Life, ſhall 
appear, Te ſhall alſo appear with Him in Glory, 
Coloſ. III. 4. It i Tour Father's good pleaſure, 
little Flock, to give Jou the Kingdom. Luk. XII. 32. 
For there is laid up for Tou a crown of righteouſ- 
neſs, which the Lord, the righteous Fudge, ſhall 
give Tou in that day, and not to Jou only, but to 
all them, who love His appearing. Tim. II. 4. 8. 
Bleſſed be the God, and Father, of our Lord Feſus 
Chrift, who, according to His abundant Mercy, 
hath begotten us again to a liyely hope, by the 
Reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt from the dead, to an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for us. 
1 Pet, II. 3. 4. 4 


A PRAYER: 
To be uſed by a YouNne 
PERSON every Morning. 


Almighty God, Igive Thee moſt hum- 
ble thanks, for that Thou haſt been 
pleaſed to preſerve me from the dangers of 
the nizht paſt: Defend me this day, I be- 
ſeech Thee, from all evil Accidents, and 
more eſpecially from all temptations to ſin. 
Let all my doings be ordered by Thy Go- 
vernance, and let me ever remember, that 
my moſt ſecret thoughts, and attions, are 
before Thee, and open to 5 5 abt. That 
fo I may always walk in Thy fear, ſtudy- 
ing to ſerve, and plenſe, Thee, in all 
things; and may be continually protected 
by Thy Goodneſs here, and taken to Thy 
Mercy hereafter, through the merits, and 


mediation, of Jeſus Chriſt, my Advocate, 
and Redeemer. Amen. 
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A PRAYER 
| J be uſed by a YouNG 
I PERSON every Night. 


O Almighty God, I give Thee moſt hum- 
ble thanks for Thy merciful pre ſerva- 
tion of me this day. I be ſecib Thee to 
pardon me in every thing, wherein I may 
have offended Thee, and to give me Thy 
Grace, that I may never do the like again. 
I thank Thee for all Thy Mercies vouch- 
ſafed unto me from the beginning of m 

Life to this preſent time; for my health, 
food, and raiment, and more particularly 
my friends, and relations, whom I beſeech 
Thee to bleſs, and reward, for all their 
care, and love, towards — commit 
myſelf to Thy gracious protection this night, | 
720 Pa. that Thy good ER. F 
map continue always to watch over e. 
Aid rant that I may ſo order the hd 
co hr ſe of my life, that I may finally inherit 
Dine everlaſting kingdom, through the "3 
= merits of Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviout, i 
= and Redeemer. Amen. 7 
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